Four Legded
First Aid

“Nose to Toes” Assessment Checklist

Perform this checklist daily on each pet in your care. Compare your results to what you know of
that pet’s normals. With practice, you will be able to perform each check in just a few seconds.

If there is a change from the last assessment, you have some decisions to make; is this a
sudden change? How serious is this change? Should you recommend that the pet see an
emergency veterinarian?

Communicate your observations to your clients so that they have a chance to make an
appointment with their regular veterinarian before the situation becomes an emergency.
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Eyes clear and bright?

Ears clean and infection free?

Are there any loose or broken teeth? Do the teeth need cleaning?
Limbs and tail pain free?

Body free of cuts/puncture wounds?

Coat free of tangles and mats?

Any unusual lumps or bumps?

Back straight and not “roached up”?

Abdomen soft and pain free?

Toes free of mud, ice, burrs or other “gunk™? Are the nails short enough to be
comfortable?
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